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   You know one of the strangest maybe strongest feelings I think we can 

experience as people is homesickness. Something I think we’ve all felt at one time 

or another. Moving away from home for the first time. Most of us maybe going to 

college. And just that first night being away from home, not in your own bed. It’s 

like you’re missing home so much you’re sick; you’re homesick. It’s not even just 

moving away from home but being away from home or from family for a 

significant event or the holidays were you have to be away say for work and you 

just think about everybody else being together, what they’re doing at any 

moment and you’re not there. And you’re just sick for home, to be there. And it’s 

not just the people that we miss but the familiarity of something like your pillow 

at night or the swing in the backyard. The way the floor creaks in a certain place 

when you walk over it. And I think it’s not until we lose some of those things 

where we become homesick that we realize the value of those things. Okay it’s 

not until we realize that something can be lost that we finally start to appreciate 

the value when we actually have it. And people say that right? You don’t know 

what you got until it’s gone. And I wonder if that’s not why God allows us to die? 

Like I wonder if that’s not why God permits death because I don’t think we’re very 

good at accessing the value of things. I was talking to a dad once who had three 

daughters and his middle daughter he loved very much, she was a good kid, but 

she doesn’t understand the value of anything. She treats the phone in such a way 

where it’s constantly being broken. He said I could give her this $200,000 necklace 

and she’d say thank you and be excited about it but two days later I’d find it on 

the floor of the bathroom crumpled up in a towel kind of a thing. He saying like 

we don’t always get the value of things that are given to us. We don’t understand 

the true value of something. And I think that’s why God allows us to die so that 

we understand the true value of life as we’re living it. And that feeling of being 

homesick that I’m talking about as Christians right now we should be homesick for 

Heaven. And we know that while this earth is good and this life is beautiful, that 

this earth is a gift from God, that this isn’t our home. We were made for another 

home. We were actually created for another place. And I know sometimes when a 

person starts talking about Heaven as their true home, others can get kinda 

upset. Like no no no if you’re gonna look for Heaven then you’re missing out on 



earth. If you’re gonna look forward to Heaven, you’re out of touch with this life or 

with reality. Like you don’t, ah, if you have to live for there and then you’re not 

living for here and now. But here’s the interesting thing, if all there is is here and 

now, like this is all there is - there is no God, there is no Heaven or hell - that 

comes with some mighty consequences for our lives. Because if death is the end, 

like full stop nothing after, what does that mean? If death is the end? It means 

that as much as you care about this life or love people in this life living for the 

here and now ultimately nothing we do matters. And your choices don’t matter, 

and your sacrifices don’t matter because death is the end. And so death is God; 

death would be God. And I know this is some great stuff on a Sunday morning, 

like man father where is your mind at. Like days are getting shorter, it’s getting 

colder, leaves are falling; maybe that’s where my mind is at. But this is why being 

homesick for Heaven matters so much because if there is only the here and now 

everything ends at death. But as Christians what do we believe? Not just that 

there is a here and now but there is also a there and then. So as Christians we can 

look at death and say you’re not God, you don’t intimidate me. In fact St. Paul 

says because of the resurrection we know there is such a thing as Heaven, we can 

look at death and say death where is your sting? Death where is your victory? You 

don’t win. You don’t have power over us. So here's how Christians live not just 

caring about this place in the here and now and not not caring about it, but we do 

both. Here’s how we’re called to live – we’re called to care and to not care. To be 

invested in this life and detached in this life at the same time which is tricky; I get 

it. But this is what I mean all of this matters but it’s not all that matters. To look 

around at this incredible cosmos that God has created and be fascinated by the 

beauty and the intricacy of it and say all that matters. But it’s not all that matters 

and there’s something that matters more. Because we know this, only when there 

is a there and then does here and now have value. Because either life means 

something, or it doesn’t. And if death is just the end then it doesn’t but if there’s a 

Heaven then it does. And if there’s a Heaven and a hell that’s the only thing that 

makes it so your choices matter. I don’t know if you caught that but there has to 

be a Heaven and hell for your choices and your life and my life to matter. Because 

in the end if everybody just automatically goes to Heaven then no decision you’ve 

made in your entire life means anything because in the end it’s all the same. No 

matter what anybody does, we all get the same thing. But the Lord has given us 

enough dignity in this life to say your choices matter. What you do and don’t do 



matter. You can choose Heaven, or you can choose hell. So this world matters and 

your decisions matter because there is something and not nothing after death. So 

here’s the big thing that we are actually called to start living there and then here 

and now. That right now we’re called to live as citizens of Heaven which means in 

this life we’re pilgrims passing through. And we appreciate it and we try to live it 

best we can but it’s not our home. We appreciate this world but we’re homesick. 

And I know it’s a strange thing to say how can we be homesick for a place we’ve 

not been to yet, but we have been. If Jesus is in our lives, is not where Jesus is 

Heaven? Does He not in our hearts? Is He not in our midst? We can enjoy and be 

fascinated by this world without needing it to fill us and satisfy us. It wasn’t made 

to do that. So we’ll always be homesick for that place we haven’t been yet. That’s 

what Jesus calls us to because as Christians we’re living by saying all of this 

matters but it’s not all that matters. In the gospel today, the Sadducees come and 

they challenge Jesus with this thing about marriage and Heaven; who’s gonna be 

married to who? The thing is they don’t really care about this question. The 

Sadducees don’t even believe in Heaven. They don’t believe in life after death and 

they’re trying to trap Jesus into admitting just the concept of Heaven is ridiculous 

because it’s gonna get messy and complicated. And Jesus just takes their question 

and says doesn’t work like that, there’s no marriage in Heaven. The bigger thing 

between Jesus and Sadducees here is is there a Heaven or not? Is it real or is it 

not? Is it true or is it false. And we believe in Jesus Christ. In a God who died, had 

come back from the dead, and is now able to tell us about that place. He’s like 

you guys you totally wanna go! I’ve been there, it’s so beautiful beyond your 

wildest imagination. I went there and I came back so live your life in such a way 

that you’re gonna join me there one day. So He’s revealing to us the true value of 

this life and the next. Christians should be homesick to join Jesus in Heaven. In 

fact, do you know that’s what we pray for every time we pray the Our Father? 

When we pray the Our Father, we’re actually praying for death to come quickly 

when we say thy kingdom come. We’re talking about the second coming; we’re 

saying bring it on. I want it to happen now. I’ll let go of this life so I can join Jesus 

in Heaven. Now, we don’t get a choice to speed it up in our lives but we’re 

praying please Father speed us home to be with Jesus. Thy kingdom come, bring it 

on. I wanna go home now. So we should be living homesick for Heaven. Thing is, 

I’m homesick but I wanna be more homesick. In fact the only thing that really 

makes me not ready to die is I wanna be more homesick before I die. That I 



wanna have a heart that just breaks for longing to be with Jesus in that way. I 

wanna have a heart that breaks for longing to go home to Heaven. I wanna live 

here and now in such a way where it’s not just like yeah that’s a great thing. It’s 

gonna happen one day but yes, this is what I’ve been living for! Like that’s what it 

is to be homesick. That’s what it is to know the value of a thing. So here's the 

question, are you homesick? Do you long for Heaven? Or is everybody just kinda 

fine here? I think many of us don’t long for Heaven because we think it’s gonna be 

boring. That through movies or whatever it’s kinda made its way into our minds 

that Heaven is like this kinda slow-moving place in the clouds. Everybody talks 

slowly. Guys that’s a stupid idea of Heaven; it’s not reality. Right? The same God 

who created this world and all that’s fascinating in it is the same God who created 

Heaven. And He says it’s gonna be beyond our wildest dreams to be there. So why 

would we ever think in our minds that Heaven would be boring? We’re told in 

scripture Heaven is gonna be this world redeemed. And so we should be 

fascinated by that, we should think about it, we should long for it. What scripture 

tells us today is that everything that you love in this world, everything that’s 

beautiful on earth, will be redeemed. Think of the thing you love the most, the 

thing you don’t wanna leave behind, the thing that you don’t wanna let go of 

when you die. We’re told that is meant to be redeemed. It’s meant to be restored 

and transformed. We’re just getting a glimpse of what it’s gonna be like in 

Heaven. That’s why this man in the first reading today is able to stick out his 

tongue, hold out his hands and say take them, I’ll get them back. Take my life, I’ll 

get it back. And that’s why St. Paul says I consider the sufferings of this life, of this 

world, to be as nothing compared to the glory that’s gonna be revealed in us one 

day. So it’s our task to remember that. It’s our task to live like that. And this is the 

last thing. Back in the day, the medieval people, monks and nuns, they used to 

have skulls on their desks – like actual human skulls they would put on their 

desks. And whenever they looked up at them they would remind themselves of 

this phrase. In fact they would greet each other with this two-word phrase 

memento mori. Memento mori means in English remember your death. 

Remember your death. Here and now remember there’s gonna be a there and 

then. And here’s the thing, I used to think that meant okay here’s the deal you 

guys we wanna avoid hell so remember you’re gonna die someday and don’t 

mess up. That’s not what they meant. What they were referring to was not 

remember you’re gonna die one day, what they we’re saying is remember you’ve 



already died. St. Paul says I have been crucified with Christ and the life I live now 

is not mine. Christ is living in me. That’s every Christian. So when they greet each 

other with remember your death what they’re saying is no no no, remember to 

be homesick. Remember to be homesick for Heaven. Remember you’ve already 

died and this life you’re living is not yours. Remember who you are. Remember 

you’re not made for this world. Remember when you feel homesick for a place 

here, that’s only a sign there’s a greater place beyond this one. Remember when 

you feel lonely, remember that there’s a bigger place for your heart out there. 

Remember you’ve already died. Remember who you are. So many of us live our 

lives just to avoid hell. We follow Jesus to avoid hell. That is the exact opposite of 

how God calls us. He calls us to live because we’re homesick for Heaven, to join 

Him there one day. So Jesus, make me homesick for Heaven and live here and 

now so I can be with you forever there and then. 

Amen 


